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I am going to be a star

Sara has always wanted to be famous. When she was only four years old, she said to her parents ‘I’m going to be a star when I grow up.’ Her parents laughed. Sara’s dreams were just dreams for years, but now those dreams are coming true, thanks to the power of television.

Sara is lucky: she is an attractive young woman, and she can sing. She has taken singing and dancing lessons since she could walk. When she was seventeen, Sara’s big chance came. She saw an advert in a national newspaper: ‘Singers wanted for a new band. This is going to be bigger than the Spice Girls!’ Sara rang the number straight away. 
The first audition was in London, and she was there at six o’clock in the morning, practising her song. She had been to auditions before but this one was different – it was on TV! People all over the country watched Sara singing. She didn’t mind the cameras – she was too excited about being on TV. Sara was the viewers’ favourite. There was a telephone vote for who should be in the band, and Sara got the most votes. 
On the last night of the competition, she sang her song to millions of people, on the television. ‘Thank you,’ she cried, ‘I love you all.’ Some people think that the band will never be successful. ‘It’s not a real band,’ they say. ‘The TV viewers chose the prettiest girls – not the best singers.’ But Sara isn’t worried about her future. ‘I’m famous now, and it doesn’t matter how I got here. I’m here to stay!’ And perhaps this confidence is the most important part of being famous.
Questions:

A.- Are the following sentences true or false? Write down the evidence from the text. 
1.- Sara could sing since she was a child.

2.- Sara was worried about the TV cameras

B.- In your own words and based on the text, answer these questions:
3.- When did Sara find her best opportunity to be famous?

4.- Why did Sara cry?

5.- Why was Sara selected by the TV viewers?

OUR FIRST HOUSE

It is difficult to buy a house today because they are very expensive. But once a couple have a house then begins the big problem of the other things they need. They have to spend the first days, cleaning; and then when lunchtime arrives the question is, “What are we going to eat?” They have no frying pan o saucepans, no plates or glasses, no knives or forks. So one of them goes out and buys bread and ham and cheese and a bottle of water or a couple of bottles of beer.


When they finally buy the frying pans and saucepans, they can prepare their first meal in their new house. But when the meal is ready, have they got a table and chairs? And what about salt? A fried egg without salt isn’t very nice. Their parents give them advice: first get all the essential things before you move in. But they don’t listen. Their happiness makes everything easy. Each day they have more and more things in the house: beds, wardrobes, towels, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes.


Now things are getting much better. The new bed is very comfortable; they have no problem making coffee in the morning; and as they are drinking cool water or beer from the new fridge, you hear one of them exclaim: “Ah, this is the life!” At this stage they are beginning to hang up the pictures. “How much does a Black & Decker cost?” “No, we aren’t paying all that money for a thing like that!” “Oh well, we can borrow it from Dad”. Guess what is coming next week? The TV. 

Questions:

1.- Are the following sentences true or false? Write down the evidence from the text. 

1-  A couple usually do what their parents advice them.

2.-  They have everything to hang on the pictures on the wall.

2.- In your own words and based on the text, answer these questions:

3.- What did the couple do after cleaning the house?

4.- Why do they have to go out and buy bread and ham?

5.- When can they watch TV. 

Education: past and present
In Europe today, it is compulsory for children to go to school. In Britain, children (between the ages of five and sixteen) have to attend school. Many stay at school until they are eighteen years old, when some go on to university. The school day begins at about 9.00am and continues until between 3.30pm and 4.30pm, depending on the age of the students. After that, the students are free -except for their homework, of course.

In the nineteenth century, education was very different. At that time, children often had to work in the fields or factories to bring money home for their families. Children as young as nine years old worked from 6am to 7pm, six days a week, in the big factories of northern England. Many parents did not want their children to go to school, because then the children could not earn money. They did not think it was necessary to learn to read and write.

Today, boys and girls have classes together. Girls play football and learn woodwork while boys learn to cook and sew. However, in the nineteenth century boys and girls were often taught different things. While British boys learned the 'three Rs' (reading, writing and arithmetic), it was often thought more important for girls to learn domestic skills such as cooking and sewing. In the nineteenth century, German girls learned the 'three Ks' - Kinder, KŸche, Kirche (children, kitchen, church). Rich girls were sometimes taught by a governess who lived with the family.

Nowadays, if students do not do their homework, or if they behave badly in a lesson, their punishment is often to stay behind after school and do extra work. In the nineteenth century, students who made a mistake in their lessons were sometimes made to wear a special hat called a 'dunce's cap' (a dunce is a stupid person). The student had to stand at the back of the class wearing the hat until the teacher told him or her to take it off. This was supposed to make the student feel ashamed.

Questions:

A.- Are the following sentences true or false? Write down the evidence from the text. 

1.- All British students stay at school or college until they are eighteen years old. 
 
2.- Nowadays, students have to stay late after school if they make a mistake in class. 

B.- In your own words and based on the text, answer these questions:

3.- Were academic subjects  considered important for girls in the nineteenth century?
4.- What did parents think about the importance of reading and writing for their children in the nineteenth century?

5.- Why did the students who made a mistake in their lessons wear a dunce cap? 

CYBER SCHOOLS

Parrs Word High in Manchester has become one of he first schools in Britain to make the move from pen and exercise books to keyboard and screen. The internet revolution may be less than a decade old, but already you can shop, chat and vote on the web, so it won’t come as a surprise that cyber schools could be next to go online.

Certainly, at Parrs Wood, life has changed considerably. All of the 1,800 pupils are able to lease their own laptop from the school, to use at home and school, for five pounds a week, and all pupils have internet access and their own emails address. Homework can be emailed to teachers. ‘It’s a lot easier and quicker to get information from the Internet than the library’, says student Mark Ives. ‘We’re all excited by the changes. It makes the work more interesting.’ 

And the future? Lessons could be conducted via a computer program on a large projected screen at the front of the class. Pupils as far away as Brazil or Botswana might see the same lesson at the same time. It won’t be a problem if you miss a class either because you could catch up with a quick email. And life might be less stressful because you always work at your own pace. You won’t even need a school building in the ultimate cyber school. In Alameda in San Diego, California, pupils work all the time using computers and see their teachers (called facilitators) only twice a week. The new technology lets teaching take place anywhere at any time!

Questions:

1.- Are the following sentences true or false? Write down the evidence from the text.

a) The Internet has brought a lot of changes to society in a short time.

b) Pupils at Parrs Wood prefer working with new technology.

2.- In your own words and based on the text, answer these questions:

a) What changes has the Internet brought to life at Parrs Wood?

b) In what ways will cyber schools make life more flexible for students in the future?

c) Do students at Parrs Wood see their teachers only twice a week?

TWO YEARS UP A TREE

On 19 December 1999 twenty-five-year-old Julia Hill climbed down a tree in the middle of a forest in California. Nothing remarkable about that. Nothing except that Julia climbed up the tree – a giant redwood tree- on 10 December 1997. Why? Why did Julia spend more than two years living in a tree house 55 metres above the ground, resisting the cold, the rain and El Niño winds? The answer is simple: Julia is an ecologist and she was defending the tree and the forest from destruction by the wood company Pacific Lumber. While she was living up the tree Julia attracted enormous media attention. She answered more than 100 letters a week and used her mobile phone to defend the forest on radio and television. She also learned a great deal about trees and nature. 

She learned to recognise the birds flying around her, for example, and when high winds were blowing she learned to copy the branches that survive by bending. She also learned to embrace the 600-year-old redwood and feel “the tree’s life and energy”. Julia’s efforts were not in vain. After two years and one week Pacific Lumber promised to make the forest a protected area and that’s when Julia kept her promise and climbed down the tree. 

Questions:

1.- Are the following sentences true or false? Write down the evidence from the text. 

a) Julia’s efforts were in vain.

b) Julia attracted the forest destruction

2.- In your own words and based on the text, answer these questions:

c) Why was Julia in a tree?

d) What did she learn about trees and nature?

e) What kind of things did she do while she was living in the tree?
TV OR NOT TV?

In general, children watch a lot of television. British children between six and seven watch about 5 hours a day. The fact that half of them have a TV set in their own bedroom means that they play less and less. What is worse, they don't receive any educational messages. There is no substance in children's programmes, so children don't learn anything in spite of the many hours they spend in front of the box. Parents are happy as long as children are quiet and it doesn't occur to them to worry about the contents or the possible effects of the programmes. However it is universally known that most children's programmes put children into a kind of trance and have a drug-like effect.

Barbara Sue, Chief of the Audio-visual Department of the UN, is worried. She believes that, if this tendency continues, our great-grandchildren will be stupid. In her opinion it is necessary to educate parents, schools, and television producers and directors. According to Barbara Sue, there are many series with a high level of violence, such as Dragon Ball or other Japanese series. Their effect is devastating, because children imitate what they see on television and act it out in their lives. "We want people to realise that there is too much violence. 

The UN, through UNICEF, is producing its own programmes. All of them have an educational message. Respect for the environment is taught, for example, through a country where the earth is a chocolate cake and the rivers are made of milk. Children learn that if the chocolate is all eaten and the milk is all drunk the environment will be destroyed." 

Questions
1.- Answer questions 1-2 according to the information given in the text. Use your own words

1. Why is bad for children to watch too much TV?

2. What type of programmes is the UN producing?

2.- Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Justify your answers with words or phrases from the text


3.    Most British children have their own TV set

4.    All the Japanese series are violent

5. One of the messages that the UN wants to promote with children is respect for the environment
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